
2 Samuel 14:25
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as

Absalom for his beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the

crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 

Analysis

But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his

beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no

blemish in him.

This  verse  contributes  to  the  narrative  of  Absalom's  Return,  emphasizing

incomplete  reconciliation.  Joab's  elaborate  scheme  to  restore  Absalom

demonstrates  human  wisdom  that  undermines  divine  purposes.  The  partial

reconciliation (Absalom returns but doesn't see David's face) proves insufficient for

genuine  restoration.  Theological  themes  include  the  inadequacy  of  human

reconciliation methods apart from genuine repentance, the danger of manipulation

even for apparently good ends, and the necessity of complete rather than partial

restoration.

Historical Context

The historical setting of 2 Samuel 14 occurs during David's reign (circa 1010-970

BCE) over Israel's united monarchy. Archaeological discoveries, including the Tel

Dan inscription mentioning the 'House of David,' corroborate biblical historicity.

Ancient Near Eastern customs regarding incomplete reconciliation provide crucial

background.  The  geopolitical  situation  involved  regional  powers—Philistines,

Ammonites, Arameans, Moabites, Edomites—as David consolidated and expanded

Israel's  territory.  Cultural  practices  concerning  kingship,  warfare,  covenant

1



relationships, family dynamics, and religious observance differed significantly from

modern  Western  contexts,  requiring  careful  attention  to  avoid  anachronistic

interpretation  while  extracting  timeless  theological  principles  applicable  across

cultures and eras.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How does this passage deepen your understanding of incomplete

reconciliation?

What does this verse reveal about God's character, and how should that

shape your worship and obedience?

In what specific ways can you apply this truth to your current circumstances

and relationships this week?

Interlinear Text

וֹם וכּאְַבשְָׁל
as Absalom

H53

לֹֽא
H3808

ה ָ הָי
H1961

אִישׁ
there was none

H376

ה יפֶָ
for his beauty

H3303

בכְּלָ
H3605

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
But in all Israel

H3478

ל ֵּ להְַל
praised
H1984

ד מְאֹ
to be so much

H3966

ף ַּ מִכ
from the sole

H3709

רגַלְוֹ
of his foot

H7272

ד ועְַ
H5704

וֹ קָדְקֳד
even to the crown of his head

H6936

לֹא
H3808

יהָ הָ
H1961

וֹ ב
H0

מֽוםּ׃
there was no blemish

H3971

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 1:6 (Parallel theme): From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is

no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not

been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.

Job 2:7 (Parallel theme): So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and

smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.

Deuteronomy 28:35 (Parallel theme):  The LORD shall smite thee in the knees,

and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot

unto the top of thy head.

Proverbs  31:30 (Resurrection):  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain:  but  a

woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.

Ephesians 5:27 (Parallel theme):  That he might present it to himself a glorious

church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy

and without blemish.

Matthew 23:27 (Resurrection): Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but

are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.

1 Samuel 9:2 (References Israel):  And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a

choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a

goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of

the people.

1 Samuel 16:7 (Parallel theme): But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his

countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the

LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the

LORD looketh on the heart.
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